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Which Ephe-
sians reading? 

 

THIS WEEK 
Goodie Bag donations needed by Wednesday  
 

Goodie Bags are bags of treats given as a token of encour-
agement to Catholic college students as they approach  
Final Exams.  Parishioners are invited to donate the follow-
ing items: snack sizes of peanuts, gum, candy bars, raisins, 
cheese and crackers; apples and oranges; as well as other 
home-baked cookies and other non-gooey or crumbly 
baked goods.  Donations in the $10 range have been the 
norm, but cash donations of any amount are welcomed. 
 Donated items are needed at the Newman Center 
by 5 p.m. Wednesday.  Park in front of the building with 
flashers on to drop off your donation.  Volunteers are 
needed to help assemble Goodie Bags at 6 p.m. 
Thursday.  Children of grade-school age can assist with 
this project. 

THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY 6 MAY  
¶ 7 PM - Youth Ministry, Kostka Hall 

 

MONDAY 7 MAY /  Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-9b/Jn 15:26--16:4a 

¶ 8 AM - Mass, St. Peter Parish 
¶ 6:30 PM - Grief Circle of Support, Newman Center 

¶ 7:30 PM - College Womenõs Bible Study, Newman Center 

 

TUESDAY 8 MAY /  Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-8 Jn 16:5-11 

¶ 8:15 AM - Mass  (+Gregory & Irene Kirschling)  

¶ 4 PM - Salvation Army Meal Ministry 

¶ 6:30 PM - Celebration Choir, Church 
 

WEDNESDAY 9 MAY /Acts 17:15, 22--18:1/Ps 148:1-14/Jn 16:12-15 

¶ 8:15 AM - Mass (+Frank Richter) 

¶ 4 PM - Finance Council, Rectory 

¶ 6:30 PM - Pastoral Council, Newman Center 

¶ 9 PM - Late Night Mass, Newman Center 

 

THURSDAY 10 MAY / Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-4/Jn 16:16-20 

¶ 8:15 AM - Mass  (+Lorraine Zinda) 

¶ 9 AM-3:30 PM - Eucharistic Adoration  

   - 3 PM - Divine Mercy Chaplet 

¶ 6 PM - Goodie Bay Assembly, Newman Center 

¶ 6:30 - Summer Salvation Army Meal Ministry, Newman Ctr. 

¶ 7:30 PM - College Menõs Bible Study, Newman Center 
 

FRIDAY 11 MAY /  Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-7/Jn 16:20-23 

¶  8:15 AM - Mass (+Shirley Tanguay) 

¶ 12 PM - Rosary, Newman Center 

 

SATURDAY 12 MAY / Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-10/Jn 16:23b-28 

¶ 9 AM - Reconciliation 
 

LORDõS DAY WORSHIP 
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord  | 12/13 MAY  

Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-9/Eph 4:1-13/Mk 16:15-20 

¶ 5 PM Saturday (+Darlene Okray)    

¶ 8 AM Sunday (+Donald Sankey )     - 7:30 - Rosary 

¶ 10 AM Sunday (+Joe Misiewicz) 
¶ 6 PM Sunday  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you look closely at the segment of stained glass depict-
ed in our Building Upon a Firm Foundation logo, and if 
you use a bit of imagination, I think youõll see a variation 
of a vine.  Vines and branches, youõll recall, were key com-
ponents of last weekõs instruction by Jesus in the Gospel. 
 In my homily I offered several concrete suggestions as 
to how we, as branches, might strengthen the vine of our 
parish.  One huge, glaring omission of how so many of us 
are contributing to the vitality of our parish is our collec-
tive support of this important project to build a parish 
center and make much-needed improvements to our 
church. 
 Our project is moving forward as we continue to 
gather contributions already pledged and pursue further 
support.  A committee met this past week to determine 
the next steps for the project.  Watch for more infor-
mation coming soon.  Together we strengthen the vine of 
parish life.                                                                 ñ Fr. Tom 



MISSION STATEMENT  
Disciples called to worship, 

sent to serve. 
 

VISION STATEMENT  
Holy Spirit Parish, encouraged by a leg-
acy of faith, hope and love, commits to 
§ welcoming all believers and seekers; 
§ engaging college students to grow in 
faith; 
§ reaching out to those who have left 
the Church and to those who do not 
know Christ; 
§ encouraging members to share 
generously of time, talent and treasure; 
and 
§ living a Gospel response in our parish, 
our community, and our world. 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  

FINANCE COUNCIL  
Chairs: 

BUILDING UPON A FIRM 
FOUNDATION  

Chairs: 

, Pastor 

frtom@holyspiritstevenspoint.org 
 

pacellicatholicschools.com | 341-2445 
 

Joining Our Parish:  Fr. Tom would be glad to 

talk with you about parish membership.  Send him an 

email at frtom@holyspiritstevenspoint.org or call him at 

345-6500 to make an appointment. 

 

Celebrating Baptism:  Baptism is celebrated at 

Lordõs Day Mass at various times of the liturgical year.  If 

you want to raise your child in the Catholic faith and 

celebrate your childõs baptism, please call Fr. Tom for more 

information.  Parents celebrating the baptism of their first 

child are asked to complete a baptism orientation seminar. 

 

Caring for the Sick: If you or a loved one are 

seriously ill, homebound or anticipating surgery, please call  

Fr. Tom to schedule a visit and/or the sacrament of 

Anointing of the Sick. 
 

Facebook: Like us at Holy Spirit Parish and 

Point Catholic.   

838 Fremont St., 344-9117 
2108 Fourth Ave., 345-6500 

The recent firing of the House of Represent-
atives chaplain by Speaker Paul Ryan 
reminded me of a prayer I was asked to 
offer several years ago at an event for high 
school students at which for-
mer Secretary of State Colin 
Powell was the featured 
speaker. 
 Like the chaplain, my 
task was not to be political or 
overly aggressive ñ or obvi-
ous? ñ in making any kind 
of statement, other than call-
ing down Godõs blessing upon 
those whoõd gathered and 
opening our minds and hearts 
to a greater purpose.  (I would 
argue the House chaplain was 
not political in his prayer ei-
ther.)  Still, I didnõt want the 
prayer to be so anodyne as to 
be meaningless or pointless. 
 The event was in 2005.  
We were in the midst of the 
Iraq War and not long after it 
was determined that weapons 
of mass destruction, a signifi-
cant premise for the war, did not exist.  In 
my memory I recall a line in the prayer 
that was precisely targeted at something 
about the war or a policy in which Secre-
tary Powell had been involved.  And, in my 
memory, I recall him saying something in 
his speech, and then looking at me and 
remarking, òDoes that sound OK, Rever-
end?ó  As if responding to what was said 
in the prayer. 
 The record, all these years later, sug-
gests either a failed memory or one of wish-
ful thinking ñ to think that a Secretary of 
State would give two hoots about anything 
some Catholic priest in central Wisconsin 
says in a prayer. 
 In any case, the prayer ñ still valid 
by my estimation ñ is included here, as 
well as a bulletin column I wrote shortly 
after the event. 
 

Y ou could call it my lunch with 
Colin Powell.  We were sitting 
at the same table of only six 

people, but we were all facing one di-
rection, rather than each other.  Cir-
cumstances did not provide for us to 

even be introduced, much less converse 
with one another. 
 During my lunch with Colin Pow-
ell at Laird Youth Leadership Day last 

week, Powell did most of the talking.  
He spoke to the room jammed with 
high school students from throughout 
central and northern Wisconsin.  Iõd 
like to think I warmed up the crowd 
for him with my pre -meal blessing, but 
it was probably the cheese cake and 
the day off from school that put them 
in such a good mood. 
 The former Republican secretary of 
state and chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff shared anecdotes from his mili-
tary and political lives.  He answered 
questions about whether heõd ever run 
for president (he wonõt) and whether 
he prefers Jell-O to pudding (pudding, 
butterscotch to be precise).  He wasnõt 
asked and didnõt talk about his pre-war 
claims of Iraqi weapons of mass de-
struction.  
 He stressed the need for the United 
States to spend more money assisting 
the poorer nations of the world.  
Spending $20 billion on global poverty  
 
See PRAYER on Page 3 

A non-controversial prayer  

Living, Creator God, 

we gather in recognition of what has been, 

but more importantly we come before you  

 in celebration of what might be. 
 

We call upon your wisdom and love 

in guiding us to create communities, a nation, a world 

 in which the most vulnerable are always protected; 

 in which oppression gives way to freedom; 

 in which honesty and integrity are hallmarks of leadership; 

 in which justice is the constant, essential pursuit; 

 in which resources are treasured, not squandered; 

 in which peace is not merely something we imagine,  

  but rather something we achieve; 

Communities, a nation, world 

 in which we donõt pass off the responsibility of compassion and 

 care to someone else, but embrace it as our own. 
 

Inspire us, challenge us, compel us to give of ourselves 

 humbly, generously and unselfishly, 

so as to create the world you have envisioned and that which, 

 with your help, we will attain. 
 

In hope, confidence and humility we pray.  Amen. 


